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FUTURE EVENTS

Feb. 20 & 21:   

Northwest Aviation 

Conference and 

Trade Show, 

Puyallup, WA

Apr. 13-18:

Sun „n Fun, 

Lakeland, FL

June 11-13:

Golden West

Regional  Fly-In,

Marysville,CA

July 7-11:

Arlington Fly-In,

Arlington, WA

July 26-Aug.1:

EAA Air Venture 

Oshkosh, 

Oshkosh, WI

NEXT 

MEETING:
2nd Thursday of the 

Month

February 11th, 

2010

7:30 PM

LOCATION
Opportunity 

Skyway Bldg.

6524 Warsaw St. 

S. (N.W. Corner of 

Boeing Field)

Chapter Web 

Page
www.eaa26.org

Kitfox / Cozy IV
This month, Matthew Lum discusses his Scratch built 

(composite Cozy IV) vs Kit built (tube and fabric Kitfox IV)  

Kitfox (first flight on March 1, 2003) is flying on wheels or floats, 

took 1400 hours to build. Cozy is in work 1500 hours or so spent 

so far. It is on wheels with wings attached. Canopy installed with 

all control surfaces functional.

http://www.eaa26.org/
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News from National  

This EAA Legislative Alert is being sent, as a member service, to all EAA 

members in Washington.

The Washington state House of Representatives just introduced House Bill 3176

that will impose a .005% (1/2 percent) excise tax on all aircraft in the state of 

Washington. The bill also states that if you elect to register your aircraft in another 

state and that state does not have a excise tax or is less than this new WA excise 

tax you will be required to pay the difference. This addition to the state of 

Washington tax law is in Sec. 1002 of this bill and it reads: Sec. 1002. RCW 

82.48.020 and 2000 c 229 s 4 are each amended to read as follows:  An annual 

excise tax is imposed for the privilege of using any aircraft in the state. The amount 

of the tax is five-tenths of one percent of the taxable value of the aircraft, as 

determined under section 1003 of this act.

The tax imposed under this section must be collected annually or under a 

staggered collection schedule as required by the secretary by rule.  Persons who 

are required to register aircraft under chapter 47.68 RCW and who register aircraft 

in another state or foreign country and avoid the aircraft excise tax imposed under 

this section are liable for the unpaid excise tax. A violation of this subsection is a 

gross misdemeanor.

The department of revenue may, under chapter 82.32 RCW, assess and collect the 

unpaid excise tax imposed under this section, including the penalties and interest 

provided in chapter 82.32 RCW.  Except as provided under subsection (3) of this 

section, a violation of this chapter is a misdemeanor punishable as provided in 

chapter 9A.20 RCW.  As proposed in the bill, this new excise tax will take the place 

of the current annual registration fee. So if you own a single-engine fixed wing 

airplane worth $100,000 your current annual registration fee is $65.00. Under the 

proposal in the bill that annual fee (excise tax) would jump to $500.00.  For 

comparison purposes in the state of Washington - non-commercial boats pay an 

annual excise tax of .005%, but only if the boat is over 16' in length ; and if you own 

a car you only pay an excise tax of .003% at the time you purchase the car, but not 

annually. Information from the Washington State Department of Revenue web site.  

EAA is urging you to take immediate action.  Contact your state legislators to 

protest this new and unwarranted excise/property tax on your aircraft.  Washington 

State House of Representatives - http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/Pages/default.aspx

Washington State Senators -

http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx

The time to act is NOW...

Post your feedback or comments on this thread on Oshkosh365.

Randy Hansen, EAA # 590242

Government Relations Director

EAA - The Spirit of Aviation - www.eaa.org

Phone: 920-426-6103 or 6522

Fax: 920-426-4885 or 6560

See you at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, July 26 - August 1, 2010, 

www.airventure.org

TM

I was looking for  a Nicopress tool to make my landing gear brace cables and 

control cables and came across this website:  www.hangartoolbox.com

I (rented) the tool for 3 one month intervals for only the cost of shipping ($15) as 

the actual tool rental was free.  Tim is a very nice, helpful guy.

-Tracy Hach, Newsletter Editor

“Welcome to Hangar Toolbox

Your place for aircraft specialty tools.

Hangar Toolbox is based in Little Elm, Texas (north of Dallas). Some of the 

tools we have can take several months to get from the manufacturer and some 

these tools were developed for ourselves to help us to be effecient mechanics. In 

addition to our tools we would like to provide our experience to prevent you from 

having the grief and trouble we have experienced over the years. Often we can 

give you insight into the job you are working on, and can help you find the tool that 

you need for your specific task. We have always considered ourselves to be in 

service business, and we do appreciate calls. Any order can be called in, you do 

not have to use the website to order. We also offer tool support on Saturdays.

This website is written and maintained by ourselves for the purpose of renting, 

selling tools to FBO's, mechanics, and persons working on their own aircraft. We 

will continue to add new tools and develop tool rental packages every 

month. Please understand that we are working on an undeveloped concept and it 

will take a little time for us to include all the features you would like to see on this 

website. If you have suggestions, please e-mail us. Our hope is to organize the 

website efficiently so that you can find what you are looking for with little effort and 

great speed.

You can add both new and rental tools to the same shopping cart and have 

the orders processed simultaneously. Order confirmations for rental tools are 

sent independently for the rental processing. Sometimes the rental tool you 

request will come from another location in the United States. At this time we ship 

in the US and Canada. The rental tools are processed with ground shipping 

unless you require a different UPS shipping option.

If you have rented from us previously, please set up your profile by logging in 

(register). After registering edit your profile by using the link in the top right 

corner. Call us at 1-972-292-1426, or e-mail tim@littleflyers.com for us to update 

your account.

The used tool buttons are not yet enabled, but if you have aircraft specialty 

tools you would like to sell, please contact us by e-mail.

As always you can contact us to get current availability of a tool. If you can't 

find a tool you are looking for, call us. We also manufacture a number of our own 

tools and some of the prototypes have been added to this site. We are also able 

to develop special tools to meet your needs for either renting or purchasing.”

Tim, David.

http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594203&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/3176.pdf
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594204&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://dor.wa.gov/content/FindTaxesAndRates/OtherTaxes/tax_aircraft.aspx
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594205&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://dor.wa.gov/content/FindTaxesAndRates/OtherTaxes/tax_watercraft.aspx
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594206&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://dor.wa.gov/content/FindTaxesAndRates/OtherTaxes/tax_motorvehicle.aspx
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594208&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594209&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://www.oshkosh365.org/ok365_DiscussionBoardTopic.aspx?id=1235&boardid=147&forumid=175&topicid=3804
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594210&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://www.eaa.org
http://www.eaaonline.org/ls.cfm?r=166237945&sid=8594211&m=926359&u=ExAA&s=http://www.airventure.org
http://www.hangartoolbox.com/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…2010 OFFICERS

President:  Ron Borovec

425.488-8145

ronborovec@verizon.net

Vice Pres:    Frank  Bryant

425.226.1204

seacamel@hotmail.com

Secretary: Don Davis

425.822.3439

Treasurer: Tom Susor

206.632.1397

stsusor@msn.com

Newsletter

Editor: Tracy Hach

206.321.3041

tracyh@northern-lights.com

Web Editor: Tom Osmundson

253.239.6175

dieselfume@dieselfume.com

This last month has had way more challenge than we expected. Particularly for Tom Susor, our 

Treasurer. It took him more than a day of effort, spread over more than a week to get control of 

the Chapter‟s bank accounts. I‟m glad he had the patience and determination. Past and current 

officers met to thrash out that and other issues. It takes more than meets the eye to keep the 

Chapter running. My thanks to our current and former officers. It has taken a whole lot of work to 

sustain Chapter 26 for more than 50 years.

Last month I thought the high cost of flight instruction was a problem. Turned out, it wasn‟t. 

When I asked, no one was trying to get a ticket. Everyone who wanted one already had it.

That strikes me as the good news, - - and the bad news. The good news is obvious; we‟ve made 

it, let‟s have fun. Well, the bad news: - - where are the new and young prospective members who 

are excited about flying and just want to get started somehow?

Forty-five years ago (or so) when I was seventeen and joined EAA, I was clear that building my 

own airplane was my best shot at affordable flying. I still think it is. But how many other people 

think that. Does the young man or woman we want in this Chapter think so? I have my doubts. 

Have they heard of us?

I don‟t think most of us joined EAA to save sport flying or general aviation from a slow decline. 

Many in the Chapter have put in considerable effort. Young Eagles comes to mind, helping to 

expand the ranks of possible pilots. Most of us really just want to have fun with airplanes: flying, 

building, designing, innovating, or whatever it is that turns us on.

Moving on to a slightly different topic. I just read the Chapter Bylaws and found out we should 

have Chapter Goals, Mission and Vision Statements. Say what? I was a little surprised, never 

having given it much thought, the Chapter Vision thing, I mean. On reflection, I think we all do 

have a vision, our own. I have just not seen it defined for the Chapter. More food for thought. We 

can talk more about this later, I‟m sure.

Different topic #3: The Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show is coming Saturday and 

Sunday, February 20 and 21 at the Puyallup Fair Grounds. www.washington-

aviation.org/NAC&TS.html That is two weekends after our meeting. I am new to this one, so I 

reviewed the list of last year‟s exhibitors. Wow! This thing is big. If you want a dose of winter 

aviation and don‟t already know about it, check it out.

Ron Borovec

mailto:stsusor@msn.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com
http://www.washington-aviation.org/NAC&TS.html
http://www.washington-aviation.org/NAC&TS.html
http://www.washington-aviation.org/NAC&TS.html
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Varieze – New Mexico:  The pilot became distracted while talking 

to another airplane on the radio. He didn't complete the takeoff 

checklist and forgot to latch the canopy prior to takeoff. The pilot 

took off and after climbing about 10 to 30 feet, the canopy popped 

open. The safety catch stopped the canopy from opening 

completely. With his left hand, the pilot attempted to close and 

lock the canopy. Being unsuccessful, he removed his right hand 

from control stick and grabbed the canopy latch. Control was lost 

and the airplane impacted the runway, struck a landing light, and 

skidded off the runway. The landing gear was sheared off, and a 

canard and a wing were crushed.

Sonerai – Wisconsin:  A witness heard the pilot “throttling” or 

revving the airplane‟s engine to high RPM‟s prior to takeoff. He 

said that the engine sounded like it was missing on two of the four 

cylinders initially, and then it sounded like the third cylinder 

“kicked in” while the pilot was taxiing the airplane.  “It sounded like 

the engine had a stuck valve and was not running right.” The 

airplane lifted off the ground and made a left turn at 80 feet.  

While the airplane was in the left turn, the airplane‟s wings dipped 

to the right, and then the wings dipped to the left “real hard.” The 

airplane rolled inverted so that the witness could see the 

airplane‟s cockpit, and then it went down nose first. 

During the post-accident investigation, all four upper spark plugs 

were observed to be automotive Auto-lite spark plugs and were 

set at different gaps. The carburetor mixture control was safety 

wired to the full rich position.  All spark plugs were moist with the 

smell of fuel and the color was consistent with burning a fuel rich 

mixture.  The accident flight was the pilot‟s first flight in the 

airplane.  One fatality.

Hummelbird – Alabama:  The pilot told an acquaintance that he 

was only going to do some high-speed ground tests on the 

runway.  The pilot made one successful high speed ground test 

run, and taxied back for a second run. During the second high 

speed test run, at a point that was more than half-way along the 

runway, the airplane became airborne, and it was observed to be 

moving erratically in all three axes.

The airplane then appeared to partially stabilize, and it initially flew 

away from the airport on the runway heading. The airplane made 

one left turn and then at least two right turns in an apparent attempt 

to return to the airport. After the first right turn, witnesses heard the 

engine "sputter," and they stated that the engine "cut out" after the 

second right turn. The airplane descended towards the ground at a 

steep angle, and impacted in a grassy area next to a school. One 

fatality.

Sonex – Ohio:  The pilot departed his home airstrip with 3 to 4 

gallons of fuel on board to fly to a nearby airport for fuel. The winds 

at the time of departure were calm. The pilot landed at a nearby 

airport, but did not purchase fuel. He then took off to fly back to his 

home airstrip. The accident occurred as the pilot was approaching 

his home airstrip land. According to witnesses, the engine was not 

producing power when the airplane banked to the right and 

descended nose first, consistent with an aerodynamic stall into a 

wooded area just northwest of the runway. Post accident 

inspection of the airplane revealed that less than 5 ounces of fuel 

was present in the fuel tank.  One fatality.

RV-6 – Nevada:  During the takeoff initial climb out, the canopy 

latch opened, and the pilot decided to stay in the pattern and make 

a precautionary landing. As the flight progressed, it became more 

difficult for him to fly the airplane and see where he was flying due 

to the wind in his face. He aligned the airplane "slightly" off 

centerline and the airplane departed the runway surface on the 

landing roll out. The airplane went into the brush and went up on its 

nose before coming to rest on its landing gear.

Emeraude – Arizona:  During the initial takeoff and climb the pilot 

encountered "severe clear air turbulence" about midway down the 

runway. He regained control and continued the climb. Towards the 

end of the runway, at 300 to 400 feet above ground level, the 

airplane encountered more "clear air turbulence which took the 

airplane south of the runway and all the way to the ground." Local 

law enforcement reported seeing dust devils and whirlwinds in the 

area after the accident. 

On the Wreckord
Recent Homebuilt Accidents from the NTSB Web Page Feb. 2010 
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Marketplace

Misc building materials for sale. Johnny Therrell is clearing out some building materials. Free: One set of Alaska cedar/mahogany

wing ribs and Alaska Cedar main and rear spars for a long wing Whitman Tailwind. 

For sale soon: Various woodworking tools, prices TBD. Contact jltherrell@comcast.net or phone (425) 746-6295 Address: 16112 

SE 42nd Place, Bellevue, WA

Metal Hangar for sale: Pierce County Airport (Thun Field). 45x50, 45x14 electric bifold door. Heated and insulated, has separate

bathroom. $155k. Contact Gene Endsley, 206-300-1197

Crest Airpark home for sale by owner: $580,000. Prime Location, Center Runway View. Extra Large 0.71 Acre Lot, 3+ full

bedrooms and 2.5 baths, 2,218 Sq Ft living area above grade + downstairs hangar and extra rooms. Open floor plan,

extensive remodel in 1999 New HVAC, Wiring, Plmb, Insln. Master bedroom with large walk-in closet. Great view of Mt.

Rainier and runway activities. Home 253 631 8818, Cell 206 423 8240 Photos and details at 

http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/

RV-10 Tail Section for sale: 95% complete). Skip Feher 425 677-5335

Condo T-Hangar at Olympia Regional Airport, Washington for sale. Hangar Number I-5, 1620 Sq. Ft., 44 ft 4" wide door opening -

electrically operated bifold door. Two years old with epoxy sealed floor. 110/ 240 volt , 60 amp electrical service on

separate meter. $89,500. Mike and Arlene Dougherty, 253-880-6690.

Zenair 601 HDS Project for sale: Firewall back, including fairings, LR fuel tanks, and lights. Price negotiable. Terry Wilson,

206 522-4006.

Former EAA member Keith Klinck recently passed away and his wife Helen has his Smyth Sidewinder project up for sale. 

This is a 1960‟s vintage design, all metal, tricycle gear configuration somewhat similar to an RV-6. The project has a completed

fuselage and many other component parts and aluminum sheet. For more information call Ron Klinck at 425.739.0715.

For sale: Tires – 15/6.00-5, 6ply, 2 tires, 2 tubes. Brand new, unused, with yellow tag. These are retread tires that are

heavier duty than standard – With deeper treads and harder rubber they‟ll last longer than new. $125 for the set. Ross

Mahon 206.550.9526 or Rossair@aol.com

*Wanted: Partner(s) in building Experimental Twin * Looking for 1 or 2 partners for building a one of a kind, partially complete, 

experimental light twin - Wickham Model F. Similar to Partenavia P68. Aluminum, 6 place, est 2100 empty, 3600 gross, fixed mains, 

retractable nose wheel. Engines could be 150 to 180 hp. Evolution of Wickham Model B twin based at Paine. No small project, if 

seriously interested, contact Tom Osmundson, 253-239-6175 dieselfume@dieselfume.com

http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/
mailto:Rossair@aol.com
mailto:dieselfume@dieselfume.com


W
IN

D 
IN

TH
E 

W
IR

ES

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

C
h
a
p
te

r 
2
6

E
X

P
E

R
IM

E
N

T
A

L
 A

IR
C

R
A

F
T

 A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N

1
7

8
4

5
  
2

4
th

A
v
e

S
h

o
re

lin
e

, 
W

A
 9

8
1

5
5

T
h
e
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e
r 

o
f 
E

A
A

 C
h
a
p
te

r 
2
6


