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JUNE MEETING   

WIND IN THE 
WIRES

TM
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FUTURE EVENTS

June 11-13:

Golden West

Regional  Fly-In,

Marysville,CA

June 27, 2010

Cougar Mountain Fly-In and 

Pot Luck and Hangar 

Garage Sale 

July 7-11:

Arlington Fly-In,

Arlington, WA

July 26-Aug.1:

EAA Air Venture Oshkosh, 

Oshkosh, WI

Museum of Flight Calendar

http:www.museumofflight.org

/calendar

NEXT 

MEETING:
2nd Thursday of the 

Month

June 10th, 2010

7:30 PM

LOCATION
Opportunity 

Skyway Bldg.

6524 Warsaw St. 

S. (N.W. Corner of 

Boeing Field)

Chapter Web 

Page
www.eaa26.org

Program for June

Our presentation for June will be Steve Crider on Auto Engines into 

Airplanes. Steve is an expert on auto and truck engine maintenance 

and repair, and we are delighted that he will share his expertise.

(Image from toolmonger.com)

An interesting link from our member:

From: Frank Bryant [mailto:seacamel@hotmail.com] 

Roll your mouse over any airport for the current conditions. Pretty Neat

That's more than pretty neat. That's really unbelievable! 

Click on the locations too and get even more wx info.

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa

http://www.museumofflight.org/calendar
http://www.museumofflight.org/calendar
http://www.eaa26.org/
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/zoa/mwmap3.php?map=usa
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News from National  

AirVenture Oshkosh Online Ticket Savings End Soon

Purchase by June 15 and Save!

You still have time to take advantage of the "buy now and save" offer and receive 

discounts on daily and weekly admission tickets to the World's Greatest Aviation 

Celebration.

But hurry! Purchase your tickets online by midnight (CDT) June 15, 2010 and you'll 

save $2 on every daily adult ticket and $5 on every weekly adult ticket

TM

40,000 Participate in International Learn to Fly Day

May 20, 2010ð More than 40,000 people. Nearly 450 events nationwide. Those 

kinds of numbers alone made EAAôs inaugural International Learn to Fly Day on 

Saturday, May 15 a tremendous success. 

More importantly, though, the initiative introduced thousands of people to general 

aviation, through flights in GA aircraft, ground school seminars, and meetings with 

pilots, instructors, and other aviation enthusiasts.

ñWith participation from PilotJourney, AOPA, Cessna and others, International 

Learn To Fly Day truly was an industry-wide effort aimed at a single goal: 

introducing more people to aviation,ò said EAA president Tom Poberezny. ñEAA 

and its members are committed to providing pathways to participation so more 

people can enjoy the freedom and fun of flying. With this kind of enthusiastic 

beginning, itôs a great start to what we can achieve in the future to open 

opportunities for more people and build aviation.ò 

A survey conducted by Pilot Journey.com showed 64 percent of respondents 

introduced to aviation during International Learn To Fly Day plan to pursue flight 

training within the next three months.

The nationôs media also took notice, with 500 documented news stories about 

local events, along with numerous social networking postings from Facebook, 

Twitter, and similar websites.

About 150 Learn To Fly Day events were organized by EAA chapters, like one 

hosted by Chapter 979 in Port Huron, Michigan. That included the largest 

scheduled event, at Sportyôsin Batavia, Ohio, held in conjunction with the annual 

SportyôsFly-In. Between 300 and 400 aircraft and an estimated 2,000 people 

attended. 

Pilot Journey also reported it issued a total of 15,526 free tickets for seminar-type 

events through its website.

Potential new pilots of all ages visited the EAA Chapter 252 cookout at the 

EAA Weeks hangar in Oshkosh, WI for International Learn to Fly Day.

Trappe told the The Times, ñIsnôt it everyoneôs dream? Grabbing on to toy balloons 

and flying off into open space?ò It was the first crossing of a significant body of water 

by a cluster balloon. 

The two-hour flight departed the Kent Gliding Club at Challock Airfield (EGKE) in 

southeastern England. Trappe told the Times he had a "chat" with someone out for a 

walk as he passed over the famous White Cliffs of Dover. Trappe recently set a 

record for longest flight in a cluster balloon with a 109-mile flight across North 

Carolina.

Trappe credits the EAA and EAA Chapter 1114 for helping him obtain an 

Experimental designation for his balloon from the FAA. He says that without the 

certification, England's Civil Aviation Authority would not grant authorization to 

operate the balloon in European airspace. Trappe's Cluster balloon N878UP is the 

subject of the cover story in the June issue of EAA Sport Aviation. (See the digital 

issue.) 

Watch video coverage from Sky News.

Cluster Balloon Channel Crossing 
Successful
Jonathan Trappe aloft over North Carolina during 

his long distance record flight in April, 2010. 

Photo by Jim Koepnick

May 28, 2010ð Jonathan Trappe, EAA 879217, 

successfully crossed the English Channel in his 

cluster balloon Friday morning, May 28, touching 

down on a farm near Dunkirk, France.

http://www.thetimesherald.com/article/20100516/NEWS01/5160309/-1/NEWSFRONT2
http://www.thetimesherald.com/article/20100516/NEWS01/5160309/-1/NEWSFRONT2
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7139008.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7139008.ece
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article7139008.ece
http://www.eaa.org/news/2010/2010-04-29_cluster.asp
http://www.eaa.org/news/2010/2010-04-29_cluster.asp
http://www.sportaviationonline.org/sportaviation/201006
http://www.sportaviationonline.org/sportaviation/201006
http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/Strange-News/Balloon-Man-Jonathan-Trappes-English-Channel-Crossing-Bid-Is-A-Success-Daredevil-Lands-In-France/Article/201005415639649?lpos=Strange_News_Carousel_Region_4&lid=ARTICLE_15639649_Balloon_Man_Jonathan_Trappes_English_Channel_Crossing_Bid_Is_A_Success%3A_Daredevil_Lands_In_France
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGEé2010 OFFICERS

President:  Ron Borovec

425.488-8145

ronborovec@verizon.net

Vice Pres:    Frank  Bryant

425.226.1204

seacamel@hotmail.com

Secretary: Don Davis

425.822.3439

Treasurer: Tom Susor

206.632.1397

stsusor@msn.com

Newsletter

Editor: Tracy Hach

206.321.3041

tracyh@northern-lights.com

Web Editor: Tom Osmundson

253.239.6175

dieselfume@dieselfume.com

I am reminded that people want and seek out opportunities to create and do something that is 

their own. My brother, Robert, invited me down to the Maker Faire in San Mateo, California a 

couple weeks ago. An opportunity to see creativity in action. It is all about people making stuff. 

Wonderful, weird and wacky stuff.

It was all kinds of creative. Many things we would find at least somewhat familiar. But a lot of way 

different stuff, too. One of my favorites was a fantastical carriage pulled by a team of eight 

bicyclists. Another more mainstream project was a beautiful electric motorcycle. I can relate to 

that. 

We took in a presentation which was pretty far out. About the National Ignition Facility (NIF), 

which means nuclear fusion by lasers. They have 192 giant lasers all focused on a spot the size 

of a BB. If curious you can find it on the web. The presenter said they would achieve positive 

energy gain by 2012 and commercialization by 2020. Given the track record of nuclear fusion so 

far that would be pretty amazing.

Compared to all that airplanes might seem rather pedestrian. But we get to create airplanes, 

which are both beautiful and useful. Most non-aviation people find an airplane exotic. I personally 

prefer creativity more grounded in reality, so aviation suits me just fine.

Our presentation for June will be Steve Crider on Auto Engines into Airplanes. Steve is an expert 

on engines and I am delighted he will share his expertise.

After our June meeting, we skip July, or rather the Arlington Fly-in is our July meeting. Pick your 

day. At Arlington I find Friday often has the best attendance. So our next meeting at Opportunity 

Skyways, Boeing Field, will be in August. Bring your Fly-in pictures. We will share and see what 

we are all doing.

Here are some of those fly-ins: June 26th, EAA Chapter 84 at Harvey Field, Snohomish, and on 

June 27th, the Cougar Mountain Fly-in and Potluck. Also at Cougar Mountain on the 27th is Cecil 

Hendricksô Hangar and Garage Sale. On sale will be the Story Experimental. A unique 

opportunity for someone.

Have a great and safe flying summer. I will see you at a fly-in and/or back at Boeing Field in 

August.

Ron Borovec

mailto:stsusor@msn.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com
mailto:thach@northern-lights.com


4 EAA Chapter 26 - Seattle

I was fortunate enough to get a ride in the EAA's B-17, "Aluminum 

Overcast," when it was in Seattle last month.  Here are some pictures, and 

some of my impressionsé.

The day was cold and a bit rainy, early on.  I arrived about an hour before 

my flight, but they hadn't even started flying yet due to a low ceiling.  I 

overheard the EAA crew (who come from Oshkosh) complaining about the 

weatheréI suspect they don't often encounter Memorial Day weekends 

with temperatures in the low 50s.

The people waiting for rides didn't complain about the cold.  For some 

reason, most of us were wearing leather flying jackets.

Imagine that.

One of the things you might not realize is the logistical "tail" required to fly a 

B-17 all across the country.  The Fortress has four seventy-year-old radial 

engineséthey require special tools, and a stock of replacement parts that 

you just won't find at the local aviation store.  The plane just isn't large 

enough to carry everything.

So "Aluminum Overcast" is followed by a pair of trailers, towed by a couple 

of Ford trucks.  One trailer is a combination office and gift shop, the other is 

a mobile workshop.  Note the replacement wheel on the far wallé

The Aluminum Overcast" is basically barnstorming.  They take ten people 

per flight (plus three crew), and schedule a flight every 45 minutes.  The 

plane taxis in, they turn it around, then the right-side engines are shut down 

while the previous passengers deplane and the newcomers board.

Ron's B-17 Ride

At Boeing Field on my flight day, the wind was about 20 knots from the 

south.  It would have added ten minutes or so to every flight for the plane to 

taxi to the north end of the airport from the museum, so they made every 

takeoff downwind!

Watching "Twelve-O'Clock high every week, I always saw the pilots get 

onto the plane by performing a pull-up through a hatch in the belly just 

forward of the wing.  I always wondered if I'd be able to even get IN a B-17.

Of course, there was crew door in back that they seldom showed.  That's 

how we got aboard "Aluminum Overcast."  Note the CAP cadets helping 

provide security

The crew door, as you can probably tell, it NOT a big airliner door.  It's 

really no more than a biggish hatch.  My nine-year old self would have had 

no problem, but this stiff-kneed fat old man had to wiggle a bité

The EAA had to jump through a lot of FAA hoops to get permission to sell 

flights in an aircraft certified in the Limited category.  One was the 

installation of approved seats for the occupantséthe original seats didn't 

meet current requirements.

A set of seats were installed in the Radio Operator's compartment, 

but the waist has canvas benches similar to the troop seats in 

military transports.  The rear bench seat blocked off access to the tail 

gunner position. 
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The crew hatch is just to the left of the gentleman on the left.

Camera position
Camera pointing

"Aluminum Overcast" is a G-model B-17.  In addition to the nose turret, one of the 

improvements was Plexiglas window over the waist gunner's positions.  On previous 

models, this was wide opené you can imagine how cold it got, with a 150-MPH wind 

blowing in at 27,000 feet.

As I pilot, I'm supposed to prefer the cockpit, or the incredible view from the nose.  I found 

myself really liking the Radio Room.  From my modeling days, I thought the only view 

was straight up through the Plexiglas window.  In reality, you can stand right up to it and 

get an outstanding view behind the aircraft. It's the brightest, airiest, best view in the 

house (okéSECOND best view)

The business end.  The B-17's job was to carry up to four tons of bombs.  The bomb bay 

really isn't very bigébut bombs are heavy and dense.

The structure in the middle was a pretty tight fit for a fat middle-aged man wearing a 

leather jacket.  It would have been much easier for the young men flying these planes in 

the war. However, they would have been wearing bulky flying gear to keep them warm at 

30,000 feetéand wearing a portable oxygen bottle.

Why, yes, I WAS there.  The Crew Chief took this photo for me, and he is actually standing where 

the top turret mechanism normally goes.  Only the Plexiglas "bubble" is in place.  I suspect this is to 

give some extra room on the flight deck

The panel is a 

mix of old and 

new.  Note the 

panel-mounted 

moving map 

display, as well 

as the portable 

hung from the 

ceiling

For takeoff, I sat in a canvas seat along the right side 

of the airplane, directly across from the right waist 

gun.  My camera had a video mode, and I shot a 

video of the takeoff from this position.


