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N=.9 OCTOBER MEETING FUTURE EVENTS

MEETING: _
2"d Thursday of the One-Off Prototype Development Oct 17: Open House

Month There are many people who design and build one-off small aircraft at Museum of Flight
Oltilele s P, N0 for their own challenge and enjoyment. Bill Husa of Orion Restoration Center
el Technologies does it for a living. His customers might be looking
for an edge at Reno, or an economical way to quickly transport
LOCATION eople ar?d construction materials yoA ’ P Earhart exhibit
Opportunity peop . opens at the

Skyway Bldg. Mr. Husa and his project manager, Suzanna Infante, will take us Museum of Flight
6524 Warsaw St. through the entire process, from conceptual design through
S. (N.W. Corner of structural analysis, fabrication, and assembly.

Boeing Field
J ) We'll also learn how one estimates the cost of this process, and
what risks and variables stand in one's way.

Oct 24: Amelia

Chapter Web
Page
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News from National

New Representatives for Young Eagles

EAA has announced that Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger
and First Officer Jeffrey Skiles, known for their emergency
landing in the Hudson River in January, are the new co-
chairmen of the EAA Young Eagles Program. EAA member,
pilot, and famed actor Harrison Ford, having served for five
years as the chairman of this program that inspires and
educates youth by sharing with them the inspirational of
aviation activities, introduced his replacements in a news
conference at the Santa Monica Airport, in California.

Ford enjoyed his time as chairman of the Young Eagles and
talked about how his renewed involvement in aviation has
been rewarding, “l didn’t come to aviation until late in my life, |
flew a bit in college, but | couldn’t afford it. Later on | became
interested in aviation.” Ford said, “I was 52 years-old and |
wanted to learn something new. | think in a way aviation
helped me re-invent my life....The most important thing I've
done to this point is to work with the EAA and the Young
Eagles program.”

New Bill Aims to Curb DHS'’s 'Absolute Power'

Several House members supportive of general aviation
introduced a bill that would rein in the Department of
Homeland Security’s (DHS) “absolute power” to issue security
directives that severely impact aviation. House Bill 3678 (H.R.
3678) was introduced by John Mica (R-Fla.), Allen Boyd (D-
Fla.), Sam Graves (R-Mo.), Vernon Ehlers (R-Mich.), and
Thomas Petri (R-Wis.).

H.R. 3678 would continue to allow DHS to issue security
directives, but only when responding to an imminent threat,
and only for a finite duration of no more than 180 days. When
DHS determines that long-term security processes need to be

-
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implemented or an existing security directive needs to be
extended past 180 days, the agency would be required to use
the public rulemaking process that is applicable to all other
federal agencies.

EAA strongly supports H.B. 3678 and urges members to do
so. Contact your House of Representatives member and ask
that they not only support H.R. 3678, but become a co-
sponsor of this very important bill. At present there is no
companion bill in the U.S. Senate.

FAA Ends Moratorium on Kit Evaluations

The FAA has officially ended its temporary suspension of
amateur-built aircraft kit evaluations which was in effect since
February 2008. The action, outlined in FAA Order 8130.35,
allows kit manufacturers to resume submitting their homebuilt
kits for FAA evaluation to determine compliance with the
major portion rules governing amateur-built aircraft
certification. Compliance means inclusion on the FAA's “51
percent approved list.”

“This order defines the policy and procedures for the
formation of a National Kit Evaluation Team (NKET) and
establishes a standard methodology to evaluate amateur-built
aircraft kits,” wrote Frank Paskiewicz, manager of the FAA’s
production and airworthiness division, in communicating the
resumption of FAA evaluations. The order also describes the
selection and orientation of NKET members; the process for
requesting an aircraft kit evaluation; the conduct of
evaluations; and reporting and records maintenance
requirements.

The FAA has not yet proclaimed its final policy for interpreting
and enforcing the amateur-built aircraft regulations.
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253.630.6114

Photo Records Don Davis

425.822.3439

Newsletter Editor: Ron Wanttaja

253.833.7394
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October Election Nominations

Well, it's that time of year, the days are getting shorter, the rain more frequent, and you
grab a heavier jacket heading out the door in the morning. It's also that time in our 2
year election cycle for nominations.

This year we have several positions that need to be filled. Our Young Eagles position
has been vacant for about a year with no volunteers stepping up to the plate. However,
two positions that are a bit more critical to the continued normal operation of the chapter
need to be filled, the President and Newsletter Editor. Ron has been increasingly busy
with work at Boeing, and similar with myself with some spurts of overtime and the
pending long awaited flight testing of the 787 and 747-8.

The jobs are not extremely difficult, especially if other folks in the chapter can offer plenty
of ideas for programs or content for newsletters. Several folks in the chapter help
mentor a new president or newsletter editor. The newsletter editor is a great way to
exercise your creative side. The president job requires a bit of planning each month,
finding presenters for each month and writing a column for the newsletter. Going by past
history, we have had a low turnout on volunteers such that we rarely vote between two
candidates for office. So, please volunteer or volunteer a name for nomination! Our
nominating committee will follow up on these names and see if they are willing to run for
office. Here is our current status on chapter offices:

Position Name Status
President: Tom Osmundson  Open
Vice-Pres: Ron Borovec

Secretary: Don Davis

Treasurer: Tony Livic Will Continue
Young Eagles: Vacant Open
Newsletter Editor: Ron Wanttaja Open

Web Editor: Tom Osmundson  Will stay unless

someone interested.

See you on Thursday!

Oddball
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Above the Dotted Line

While growing up, we couldn't wait until the day we were
eighteen (or twenty-one, for some of us) and were legally
adults. We looked forward to the day we could make all our
own decisions...even if that decision involved going to the local
alehouse and quaffing our first legal brewski.

There's another milestone involved, one we didn't pay much
attention to: After we became of age, signing on the dotted
line meant we were bound by legal contracts.

It's not something that affects most of us, even now. The only
contracts most of us enter into are loans, and if we keep up
the payments, we won't have any problems.

If you're getting ready to buy a kit airplane, though, you'll
probably be facing one of those impressive documents with a
dotted line on the last page. Don't just dash off your name and
send it back. There are some surprisingly restrictive clauses in
some homebuilt aircraft purchase agreements.

How'd you like to get sued for using the wrong brand of paint
on your homebuilt?

There's little or no chance it will happen. But some purchase
agreements are that restrictive. Your innocent actions might
put you in breech of contract. Let's take a closer look at some
of that squinty little text above the dotted line.

All the quoted material comes from fourteen actual licensing or
purchasing agreements. Company names and aircraft types
are deleted.

WANNA MODIFY IT? TOUGH!

One of the cherished traditions of homebuilding is that the
builder can build the plane the way he or she wants, modifying
it as desired

Better not...at least on any number of kits:

"Purchaser agrees not to make any modification or substitution
of any component part of the XXXX aircraft kit."

Out of fourteen purchase agreements | looked at, six had
similar clauses. Those six weren't obscure companies...they
were some of the biggest in the industry.

"We walk a tightrope," said one company representative. "We
simultaneously want people to experiment, but we also want to
keep them alive. A lot of people try things that are incredibly
stupid.”

And when people hurt themselves, they (or their heirs) start
looking for someone to sue. These clauses are intended to
help protect the kit maker if a builder crashes and a lawsuit
results. The company can claim the builder violated the

contract, and therefore is responsible for the accident.
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Above the Dotted Line (Continued)

Suing a customer for making changes to a purchased kit is
poor business. It doesn't make sense for a kit company to go
after a builder for changing a kit they've paid good money for
and legally own. Unfortunately, there's nothing in the contract
that actually prevents them from taking a builder to court. It
probably won't happen...but could.

AND YOUR LITTLE AUTO ENGINE, TOO!

Yes, those no-modification clauses do apply to adding auto-
engines. Some are quite specific:

"Purchaser understands and agrees that all components of the
XXXXX aircraft not supplied by [the company] must satisfy all
the requirements specified in the XXXX literature and

instruction manuals, including requirement for engine size,
weight, horsepower, make, and for propeller size, weight, and
make."

BETTER APPROACHES TO CHANGES
Other companies' clauses give the builder a bit of leeway:

"Purchaser agrees that any modification or substitution of any
component part of the YYYYY aircraft kit by the Purchaser is
made without the consent of [the company]...."

"In the event that any builder makes unauthorized structural
modifications, exceeds the design specifications and/or limits
of the airplane or mounts any non-standard engine...the
builder will not register or associate the aircraft as a CCCCC
Product.”

Fair enough: If you put an engine on that the kit maker doesn't
like, they may demand you stop calling it a "Belchfire 2000," or
whatever.

Another company states that use of an non-approved engine
will void the contract, and the company will no longer provide
support.

MAKING RESALE TOUGHER

You've spent tens of thousands of dollars to buy a homebuilt
aircraft kit, but have decided that you just don't have the time
to build it. Thinking of selling? Better check the contract:

"Purchaser specifically agrees to sell the kit to only a person
who will execute a [company] Resale Terms and Conditions
Agreement."”

| found two companies with such clauses. If you've signed
such a contract and decide to sell your kit or the completed
airplane, it's your responsibility to get the buyer to sign the
same purchase agreement. If you don't and the new buyer
ends up suing the company over some actual or perceived
problems, the company could come after you to recover any
losses.

EAA Chapter 26 - Seattle




Above the Dotted Line (Continued)

A BUILDING WHIZ? BETTER CHECK THE CONTRACT

Maybe your project requires one tricky bit of welding, that your
buddy could do a lot better than you could. Or perhaps you
built a mold to make the cowling, and you figure to make up
some of your building costs by making cowlings for other folks.

Whoal
Zone":

You may be about to cross into "Breech of Contract

"The Purchaser agrees not to allow the use of the plans by any
other person, or to reproduce, or to allow to reproduced by any
other person, any and all parts of the plans or components
constructed from the plans.”

“[The purchaser] will not permit, or in any manner allow,
reproduction of any such plans or parts."

Eleven out of the fourteen agreements had similar clauses.
About ten years ago, one kit airplane company requested an
injunction against a customer who was attempting to market a
kit modification.

If you sell the airplane, note that these provisions require you
to prevent to the new owner from making parts, too.

AD NOTES THAT AREN'T REALLY AD NOTES BUT THAT
REALLY ARE

Think there's no such thing as an "Airworthiness Directive" on
a homebuilt? Think again:

"Purchaser agrees to immediately make any modifications to
Purchaser's aircraft deemed "mandatory” by [the company].”

Two agreements our of the fourteen | examined had such
clauses. Just like an AD note on a certified airplane, the
purchase agreement would require you to make the indicated
changes.

There's some argument as to whether such clauses are a
good idea, legally, for the company itself. By taking a
proactive stance towards requiring changes to customer-built
kits, the companies may actually be making themselves more
liable for damages from flaws which don't result in "mandatory”
change notification.

Even if they don't make the changes mandatory, six of the
companies decline responsibility for paying for any changes:

“[The company] reserves the right to make recommended
revisions in the plans and construction of the aircraft at any
time without liability to [the company]...."

So if your kit maker comes out with an important safety-related
change, don't expect them to pay it. It's certainly good
customer relations for them to do so, but sometimes it's
financially impossible. They may offer the materials at cost,
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Above the Dotted Line (Continued)

but often the cost is so high that can't stay in business if they
pay for the changes.

BAD GUYS? NAW, JUST BUSINESS PEOPLE

Is all the fine print in the agreements because the kit
companies are out to "rip off"* buyers?

Not at all. For the most part, they're just trying to make
themselves as liability-tight as possible. Remember, at least
one kit company (Quickie) has been destroyed by lawsuits
claiming the kit wasn't as easy to build or easy to fly as
claimed. Quickie won on appeal, but the legal expenses were
insurmountable.

If you don't like a clause of the contract, you have one easy
solution: Don't sign it. Buy another airplane instead. You can
try to negotiate a contract change, but the profit generated by
a single sale probably isn't enough of an incentive for the
company to take the risk.

One point to be sure of: Companies take these agreements
seriously. Some require the purchaser have his or her
signature notarized. One or two even recommend that the
buyer have a lawyer examine the agreement.

Remember: If you sign it, it's binding. Not reading it or not
understanding it is no excuse. It's binding, whether the kit
manufacturer intends to enforce it or not. "It's not specifically
designed with the intent of stopping people from experimenting
with different ideas,” said one company's president, "But it
could be used for that if need be."

In this litigious age, one can't really blame companies for trying
to protect themselves. The fine print is here to stay. Before
you sign, understand what's above the dotted line.

Ron Wanttaja

Wanted: Partner(s) for share in building partially

Looking for 1 to 3 financial partners for building a
one of a kind, locally designed, partially complete,
experimental light twin, Wickham Model F. Closest
comparable factory type configuration is the
Partenavia P68, except slightly lighter than an
Apache or Twin Comanche. Aluminum, 6 place, 38’
8" span, 160 sqft area, est 2100 empty, 32-3600
gross, fixed mains, retractable nose wheel, sorta
STOL. Engines could be 150 to 180 hp. Design is
evolution of Wickham Model B twin based at Paine.
Propose staring project in earnest within 1-2 years,
finish within 10 years. Construction starting at my

complete Experimental Twin Project

house in Renton or nearby location. Twins are not
cheap, so looking to share build (and operating)
costs with at least 1 but no more than 3 others (so,
50%, 33%, or 25% shares depending on interest).
This is no small project. If seriously interested,
contact Tom Osmundson, 253-239-6175
dieselfume@dieselfume.com.
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On the Wreckord

Recent Homebuilt Accidents from the NTSB Web Page

Lancair IVP - Kansas: While in the landing flare, the pilot
observed an airplane on short final landing in the opposite
direction. The pilot elected to abort the landing and
applied full engine power. As the airplane began to climb,
the engine experienced a complete loss of power.
Following the pilot's unsuccessful attempt to re-start the
engine, the airplane experienced a hard landing in a
grassy area north of the runway. The pilot was able to exit
the airplane unassisted. Moments later the airplane was
engulfed in flames.

No anomalies were found with the engine or other
airplane systems.

Kolb - Arkansas: After completing a 10-minute local flight the
pilot landed. He then decided to take off again. During
takeoff he rotated the airplane at 65 miles per hour (mph)
and was about 20 feet above the ground when the engine
stopped producing power. The pilot could not pitch the
nose of the airplane down before the airplane stalled.

Two fuel samples, taken from the airplane's fuel sump
drain, revealed the presence of white particles. The
source of the fuel contaminates could not be determined.

Baby Ace - Louisiana: The airplane impacted terrain directly
below the power lines, and came to rest inverted during
an apparent forced landing. The terrain surrounding the
wreckage showed no signs of ground scarring, and the
debris field was contained to the immediate vicinity of the
wreckage. No signs of fuel spillage were observed in the
surrounding soil except for a stain the "size of a plate”
under the engine assembly. The fuel tank was empty and
the gascolator contained two to three tablespoons of fuel.

Several witnesses in the area reported observing an airplane,
matching the description of the accident airplane, flying low in
the area of the accident. There were no witnesses to the
impact.

The accident airplane was equipped with a non-aviation
approved hand held Garmin E-trex Legend global positioning
system (GPS). The last few minutes of flight track depict the
airplane flying over the accident area and reversing course
ten different times.

Hi-Max — New Hampshire: The pilot departed from a pond

covered with ice. She flew around the local area, just above
the trees, at 200 feet. The airplane was heading towards a
housing area and pulled up just before it collided with the roof
of a private residence. The airplane glanced off the roof, hit
another residence, and came to rest on the ground inverted.
The pilot claimed that the rudder on the airplane was stuck.

Thorp T-18 - California: The pilot of the tailwheel-equipped had

just touched down for a full-stop landing when the airplane
started veering to the left. Although the pilot applied rudder
and brake inputs to correct the airplane's alignment, the
airplane did not respond. The pilot then added power to help
correct the veering, but the airplane departed the left side of
the runway and impacted a runway/taxiway sign.

A postaccident inspection of the tubular steel left gear leg
revealed that it had partially failed along a corroded weld line,
and had bent backwards from its normal position.
Corrosion/rust was present on about one inch of the fracture
face, and along a wider area of the interior wall of the gear
leg adjacent to the fracture. The fracture itself continued
around about 70 percent of the circumference of the tubular
leg.
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Marketplace

Misc building materials for sale. Johnny Therrell is clearing out some building materials. Free: One set of Alaska cedar/mahogany
wing ribs and Alaska Cedar main and rear spars for a long wing Whitman Tailwind. For sale soon: Various woodworking
tools, prices TBD. Contact jltherrell@comcast.net or phone (425) 746-6295 Address: 16112 SE 42nd Place, Bellevue, WA

Metal Hangar for sale: Pierce County Airport (Thun Field). 45x50, 45x14 electric bifold door. Heated and insulated, has separate
bathroom. $155k. Contact Gene Endsley, 206-300-1197

Crest Airpark home for sale by owner: $580,000. Prime Location, Center Runway View. Extra Large 0.71 Acre Lot, 3+ full
bedrooms and 2.5 baths, 2,218 Sqg Ft living area above grade + downstairs hangar and extra rooms. Open floor plan,
extensive remodel in 1999 New HVAC, Wiring, PImb, InsIn. Master bedroom with large walk-in closet. Great view of Mt.
Rainier and runway activities. Home 253 631 8818, Cell 206 423 8240 Photos and details at
http://airporthome.typepad.com/airport-home-for-sale/

RV-10 Tail Section for sale: 95% complete). Skip Feher 425 677-5335

Condo T-Hangar at Olympia Regional Airport, Washington for sale. Hangar Number I-5, 1620 Sq. Ft., 44 ft 4" wide door opening -
electrically operated bifold door. Two years old with epoxy sealed floor. 110/ 240 volt , 60 amp electrical service on
separate meter. $89,500. Mike and Arlene Dougherty, 253-880-6690.

Zenair 601 HDS Project for sale: Firewall back, including fairings, LR fuel tanks, and lights. Price negotiable. Terry Wilson,
206 522-4006.

Former EAA member Keith Klinck recently passed away and his wife Helen has his Smyth Sidewinder project up for sale. Thisis a
1960’s vintage design, all metal, tricycle gear configuration somewhat similar to an RV-6. The project has a completed
fuselage and many other component parts and aluminum sheet. For more information call Ron Klinck at 425.739.0715.

For sale: Tires — 15/6.00-5, 6ply, 2 tires, 2 tubes. Brand new, unused, with yellow tag. These are retread tires that are
heavier duty than standard — With deeper treads and harder rubber they’ll last longer than new. $125 for the set. Ross
Mahon 206.550.9526 or Rossair@aol.com
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